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Old Testament Readings - November 21st,  
Feast of the Entry of the Theotokos 

 

DEACON: Wisdom.   
READER: The first reading is from Exodus. 
DEACON: Let us attend! 
READER:  (Exod. 40:1-5, 9, 10, 16, 34-35) Then the Lord spoke to Moses, 

saying:  "On the first day of the first month you shall set up the tabernacle 
of the tent of meeting.  You shall put in it the ark of the Testimony, and 
partition off the ark with the veil.  You shall bring in the table and arrange 
the things that are to be set in order on it; and you shall bring in the 
lampstand and light its lamps.  You shall also set the altar of gold for the 
incense before the ark of the Testimony, and put up the screen for the 
door of the tabernacle.  And you shall take the anointing oil, and anoint the 
tabernacle and all that is in it; and you shall hallow it and all its utensils, 
and it shall be holy.  You shall anoint the altar of the burnt offering and all 
its utensils, and consecrate the altar. The altar shall be most holy.  Thus 
Moses did; according to all that the Lord had commanded him, so he did.  
Then the cloud covered the tabernacle of meeting, and the glory of the 
Lord filled the tabernacle.  And Moses was not able to enter the tabernacle 
of meeting, because the cloud rested above it, and the glory of the Lord 
filled the tabernacle. 

 

DEACON: Wisdom.   
READER: The second reading is from the First book of Kings. 
DEACON: Let us attend! 
READER:  (1 Kings 7:51; 8:1, 3-7, 9-11)   So all the work that King Solomon had done 

for the house of the Lord was finished; and Solomon brought in the things 
which his father David had dedicated: the silver and the gold and the 
furnishings. He put them in the treasuries of the house of the Lord.  Now 
Solomon assembled the elders of Israel and all the heads of the tribes, the 
chief fathers of the children of Israel, to King Solomon in Jerusalem, that 
they might bring up the ark of the covenant of the Lord from the City of 
David, which is Zion.  So all the elders of Israel came, and the priests took 
up the ark.  Then they brought up the ark of the Lord, the tabernacle of 
meeting, and all the holy furnishings that were in the tabernacle. The 
priests and the Levites brought them up.  Also King Solomon, and all the 
congregation of Israel who were assembled with him, were with him 
before the ark, sacrificing sheep and oxen that could not be counted or 
numbered for multitude.  Then the priests brought in the ark of the 
covenant of the Lord to its place, into the inner sanctuary of the temple, to 
the Most Holy Place, under the wings of the cherubim.  For the cherubim 
spread their two wings over the place of the ark, and the cherubim 
overshadowed the ark and its poles.   Nothing was in the ark except the 
two tablets of stone which Moses put there at Horeb, when the Lord made 
a covenant with the children of Israel, when they came out of the land of 



 
 

Egypt.  And it came to pass, when the priests came out of the holy place, 
that the cloud filled the house of the Lord, so that the priests could not 
continue ministering because of the cloud; for the glory of the Lord filled 
the house of the Lord. 

 

DEACON: Wisdom.   
READER: The third reading is from the Prophecy of Exekiel. 
DEACON: Let us attend! 
READER:  (Ezekiel 43:27-44:4)  When these days are over it shall be, on the eighth 

day and thereafter, that the priests shall offer your burnt offerings and your 
peace offerings on the altar; and I will accept you,' says the Lord God."  
Then He brought me back to the outer gate of the sanctuary which faces 
toward the east, but it was shut.  And the Lord said to me, "This gate shall 
be shut; it shall not be opened, and no man shall enter by it, because the 
Lord God of Israel has entered by it; therefore it shall be shut.  As for the 
prince, because he is the prince, he may sit in it to eat bread before the 
Lord; he shall enter by way of the vestibule of the gateway, and go out the 
same way."  Also He brought me by way of the north gate to the front of 
the temple; so I looked, and behold, the glory of the Lord filled the house 
of the Lord; and I fell on my face. 

 

PRIEST: Peace be unto you who have read! 
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Epistle Reading - November 21st, Feast of the Entry of the 
Theotokos 
 
DEACON: Let us attend.   
PRIEST: Peace be unto all. 
READER: And with your spirit. 
DEACON: Wisdom! 
READER: The Prokeimenon in the Third Tone: 
 My soul magnifies the Lord, and my spirit rejoices in God, my Savior! 
CHOIR: (repeats prokeimenon) 
READER: For He has regarded the low estate of His handmaiden; for behold, 

henceforth all generations shall call me blessed. 
CHOIR: (repeats prokeimenon) 
READER: My soul magnifies the Lord 
CHOIR: and my spirit rejoices in God, my Savior! 
DEACON: Wisdom! 
READER: The reading is from the Epistle of the Holy Apostle Paul to the Hebrews. 
DEACON: Let us attend! 
READER: (Heb 9:1-7) Brethren:  Now even the first covenant had regulations for 

worship and an earthly sanctuary.  For a tent was prepared, the outer one, 
in which were the lampstand and the table and the bread of the Presence;  
it is called the Holy Place.  Behind the second curtain stood a tent called 
the Holy of Holies, having the golden altar of incense and the ark of the 
covenant covered on all sides with gold, which contained a golden urn 
holding the manna, and Aaron’s rod that budded, and the tables of the 
covenant;  above it were the cherubim of glory overshadowing the mercy 
seat.  Of these things we cannot now speak in detail.  These preparations 
having thus been made, the priests go continually into the outer tent, 
performing their ritual duties;  but into the second only the high priest 
goes, and he but once a year, and not without taking blood which he offers 
for himself and for the errors of the people. 

PRIEST: Peace be to you, reader. 
READER: And to your spirit.  Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia. 
CHOIR: (sings Alleluia) 
READER: Hear, O daughter, and see, and incline your ear. 
CHOIR: (sings Alleluia) 
READER: Before your face, the richest of the people will pray. 
CHOIR: (sings Alleluia)  
 



 
 

Gospel Reading - November 21st, Feast of the Entry of the Theotokos 
 
DEACON: Wisdom!  Let us attend.  Let us listen to the Holy Gospel. 
PRIEST: Peace be unto all. 
CHOIR: And with your spirit. 
DEACON: The reading is from the Holy Gospel according to Saint Luke. 
CHOIR: Glory to You, O Lord, glory to You! 
PRIEST: Let us attend! 

DEACON: {Lk 10:38-42, 11:27-28}  At that time, it happened as they went that 
He entered a certain village; and a certain woman named 
Martha welcomed Him into her house. And she had a sister 
called Mary, who also sat at Jesus' feet and heard His word. 
But Martha was distracted with much serving, and she 
approached Him and said, "Lord, do You not care that my 
sister has left me to serve alone? Therefore tell her to help 
me." And Jesus answered and said to her, "Martha, Martha, 
you are worried and troubled about many things. But one 
thing is needed, and Mary has chosen that good part, which 
will not be taken away from her."  And it happened, as He 
spoke these things, that a certain woman from the crowd 
raised her voice and said to Him, "Blessed is the womb that 
bore You, and the breasts which nursed You!" But He said, 
"More than that, blessed are those who hear the word of God 
and keep it!" 
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