FEBRUARY 2
The Meeting of our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ, in the Temple
Vespers
Sing “Lord, I Call..” in the tone of the week
Sing the first seven (7) Stichera in the tone of the week
Then sing the Festal Stichera as below
v. (3) For with the Lord there is mercy and with Him is plenteous redemption, and
He will deliver Israel from all his iniquities.
Tone 1

(Idiomela)

(by Patriarch Germanos)

Simeon, tell us, Whom you bear in your arms,
That you rejoice so greatly in the Temple?
To Whom do you shout and cry aloud:
“Now I am set free, for I have seen my Savior?”
This is He Who was born of a Virgin;
This is God the Word, Who came forth from God,
Who, for our sakes, has taken flesh and has saved man.//
Let us worship Him!
v. (2) Praise the Lord, all nations! Praise Him, all peoples!

Simeon, receive Him Whom Moses once beheld in darkness,
Granting the Law on Sinai,
Now that He has become a Babe subject to the Law!
This is He Who spoke through the Law.
This is He, of Whom the Prophets spoke,
Who, for our sakes, has taken flesh and has saved man.//
Let us worship Him as the Almighty One!
v. (1) For His mercy is confirmed on us; and the truth of the Lord endures forever.

Come, let us also go to meet Christ with divine songs!
Let us receive Him Whose salvation Simeon saw!
This is He Whom David announced;
This is He Who spoke in the Prophets,
Who, for our sakes, has taken flesh and Who speaks through the Law.//
Let us worship Him!
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Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit, now and ever, and
unto ages of ages. Amen.
Tone 6

(by John the Monk)

Let the gate of heaven be opened today,
For the unoriginate Word of the Father
Has made a beginning in time without forsaking His divinity.
As a Babe forty days old,
Of His own will He is brought by the Virgin, His Mother,
As an offering in the Temple of the Law.
The Elder receives Him in his arms,
Crying as a servant to his Master:
“Let me depart for my eyes have seen Your salvation!”//
Glory to You, O Lord, for You have come into the world to save the human race!

Old Testament Readings –
Feast of The Meeting of our Lord – Feb. 2
DEACON:
PRIEST:
READER:
DEACON:
READER:
DEACON:

Let us attend.
Peace be unto all.
And with your spirit.
Wisdom!
The first reading is from Exodus.
Let us attend.

READER: (Ex 12:51-13:3, 10-12, 14-16, 22:29, Lev 12:1-4, 6-8, Num 8:16-17)
And it came to pass, on that very same day, that the Lord brought the
children of Israel out of the land of Egypt according to their armies.
Then the Lord spoke to Moses, saying, “Consecrate to Me all the
firstborn, whatever opens the womb among the children of Israel, both
of man and beast; it is Mine." And Moses said to the people:
"Remember this day in which you went out of Egypt, out of the house
of bondage; for by strength of hand the Lord brought you out of this
place. No leavened bread shall be eaten. You shall therefore keep this
ordinance in its season from year to year. And it shall be, when the
Lord brings you into the land of the Canaanites, as He swore to you
and your fathers, and gives it to you, that you shall set apart to the
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Lord all that open the womb, that is, every firstborn that comes from
an animal which you have; the males shall be the Lord's. So it shall
be, when your son asks you in time to come, saying, 'What is this?'
that you shall say to him, 'By strength of hand the Lord brought us out
of Egypt, out of the house of bondage. And it came to pass, when
Pharaoh was stubborn about letting us go, that the Lord killed all the
firstborn in the land of Egypt, both the firstborn of man and the
firstborn of beast. Therefore I sacrifice to the Lord all males that open
the womb, but all the firstborn of my sons I redeem.' It shall be as a
sign on your hand and as frontlets between your eyes, for by strength
of hand the Lord brought us out of Egypt. You shall not delay to offer
the first of your ripe produce and your juices. The firstborn of your
sons you shall give to Me.”
Then the Lord spoke to Moses, saying, "Speak to the children of
Israel, saying: 'If a woman has conceived, and borne a male child,
then she shall be unclean seven days; as in the days of her customary
impurity she shall be unclean. And on the eighth day the flesh of his
foreskin shall be circumcised. She shall then continue in the blood of
her purification thirty-three days. She shall not touch any hallowed
thing, nor come into the sanctuary until the days of her purification
are fulfilled. 'When the days of her purification are fulfilled, whether
for a son or a daughter, she shall bring to the priest a lamb of the first
year as a burnt offering, and a young pigeon or a turtledove as a sin
offering, to the door of the tabernacle of meeting. Then he shall offer
it before the Lord, and make atonement for her. And she shall be
clean from the flow of her blood. This is the law for her who has
borne a male or a female. And if she is not able to bring a lamb, then
she may bring two turtledoves or two young pigeons--one as a burnt
offering and the other as a sin offering. So the priest shall make
atonement for her, and she will be clean.' For they are wholly given
to Me from among the children of Israel; I have taken them for Myself
instead of all who open the womb, the firstborn of all the children of
Israel. For all the firstborn among the children of Israel are Mine,
both man and beast; on the day that I struck all the firstborn in the
land of Egypt I sanctified them to Myself.”
DEACON: Wisdom!
READER: The second reading is from the Prophecy of Isaiah.
DEACON: Let us attend.
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READER: (Is 6:1-12) In the year that King Uzziah died, I saw the Lord sitting on
a throne, high and lifted up, and the train of His robe filled the
temple. Above it stood seraphim; each one had six wings: with two he
covered his face, with two he covered his feet, and with two he
flew. And one cried to another and said: "Holy, holy, holy is the Lord
of hosts; The whole earth is full of His glory!" And the posts of the
door were shaken by the voice of him who cried out, and the house
was filled with smoke. So I said: "Woe is me, for I am undone!
Because I am a man of unclean lips, And I dwell in the midst of a
people of unclean lips; For my eyes have seen the King, The Lord of
hosts." Then one of the seraphim flew to me, having in his hand a live
coal which he had taken with the tongs from the altar. And he
touched my mouth with it, and said: "Behold, this has touched your
lips; Your iniquity is taken away, And your sin purged." Also I heard
the voice of the Lord, saying: "Whom shall I send, And who will go for
Us?" Then I said, "Here am I! Send me." And He said, "Go, and tell
this people: 'Keep on hearing, but do not understand; Keep on seeing,
but do not perceive.' "Make the heart of this people dull, And their
ears heavy, And shut their eyes; Lest they see with their eyes, And
hear with their ears, And understand with their heart, And return and
be healed." Then I said, "Lord, how long?" And He answered: "Until
the cities are laid waste and without inhabitant, The houses are
without a man, The land is utterly desolate, The Lord has removed
men far away, And the forsaken places are many in the midst of the
land.
DEACON: Wisdom!
READER: The third reading is from the Prophecy of Isaiah.
DEACON: Let us attend.
READER: (Is 19:1-5, 12, 16, 19-21) The burden against Egypt. Behold, the Lord
rides on a swift cloud, And will come into Egypt; The idols of Egypt
will totter at His presence, And the heart of Egypt will melt in its
midst. "I will set Egyptians against Egyptians; Everyone will fight
against his brother, And everyone against his neighbor, City against
city, kingdom against kingdom. The spirit of Egypt will fail in its
midst; I will destroy their counsel, And they will consult the idols and
the charmers, The mediums and the sorcerers. And the Egyptians I
will give Into the hand of a cruel master, And a fierce king will rule
over them," Says the Lord, the Lord of hosts. The waters will fail from
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the sea, And the river will be wasted and dried up. Where are they?
Where are your wise men? Let them tell you now, And let them know
what the Lord of hosts has purposed against Egypt. In that day Egypt
will be like women, and will be afraid and fear because of the waving
of the hand of the Lord of hosts, which He waves over it. In that day
there will be an altar to the Lord in the midst of the land of Egypt, and
a pillar to the Lord at its border. And it will be for a sign and for a
witness to the Lord of hosts in the land of Egypt; for they will cry to
the Lord because of the oppressors, and He will send them a Savior
and a Mighty One, and He will deliver them. Then the Lord will be
known to Egypt, and the Egyptians will know the Lord in that day, and
will make sacrifice and offering; yes, they will make a vow to the Lord
and perform it.
Aposticha
Tone 7

(for the Feast)

Zion, adorn your bridal chamber and welcome Christ the King!/
Salute Mary, the heavenly gate,/
Fashioned as a throne of the Cherubim!/
She carries the King of glory!/
The Virgin is a cloud of light/
Who has borne in the flesh the Son begotten before the morning star./
Simeon, taking Him in his arms, proclaimed to the peoples://
This is the Lord of life and death; the Savior of the world!
v. Lord, now let your servant depart in peace, according to Your word, for my eyes
have seen Your salvation!

The unwedded Mother has brought into the temple the One who shone forth before
the ages from the Father./
In these latter times He was born from the Virgin’s womb./
He gave the law on Mount Sinai, yet makes Himself obedient to the ord’nance of
the Law./
She has brought Him to the priest and righteous elder whose appointed lot it was
to see Christ the Lord./
Simeon, receiving Him in his arms, rejoiced greatly and cried aloud://
This is God co-eternal with the Father, the Redeemer of our souls!
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v. A Light to enlighten the Gentiles, and the glory of your people Israel!

The Theotokos carried in her arms the One who is borne aloft upon the Cherubim,/
And praised in song by the Seraphim./
The Giver of the Law Who fulfills the commandment of the Law/
Was made flesh of the unwedded one./
She gave Him into the arms of the priest and elder./
Holding the Life he asked to be released from life, saying:/
Now, Master, let me depart to declare to Adam,/
That I have seen the pre-eternal God and Savior of the world,//
Who was made a babe without undergoing change!
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit,
now and ever, and unto ages of ages. Amen.
Tone 8

(by Andrew of Crete)

He Who is borne on high by the Cherubim/
And praised in hymns by the Seraphim /
Is brought today according to the Law into the holy Temple /
Resting in the arms of the elder as on a throne. /
From Joseph He receives gifts fitting for God: /
A pair of doves, a symbol of the spotless Church /
And of the newly chosen people of the Gentiles,/
And two young pigeons, /
For He is the originator of the two Covenants, both Old and New. /
Simeon, now granted the fulfillment of the prophesies concerning himself,
Blesses the Virgin and Theotokos Mary./
He foretells in figures the Passion of her Son./
From Him he begs release, crying aloud:/
“Now, Master, let me depart as You have promised me,/
For I have seen the pre-eternal Light//
And the Lord and Savior of the people who bear the name of Christ!”

At the Troparion, sing first the tone of the week, and then,
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit,
now and ever, and unto ages of ages. Amen.
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Tone 1

Troparion (Meeting of the Lord)

Rejoice, O Virgin Theotokos, Full of Grace!
From you shone the Sun of Righteousness, Christ our God,
Enlight’ning those who sat in darkness.
Rejoice and be glad, O righteous Elder,
You accepted in your arms the Redeemer of our souls,
Who grants us the Resurrection!
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FEBRUARY 2
The Meeting of our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ, in the Temple
Divine Liturgy
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(and then immediately “Only Begotten Son” as on the following page)
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Only Begotten Son
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Third Antiphon
V: Hear, daughter, consider and incline your ear; forget your people and your
father's house!

V: The richest of the people shall entreat Your favor!
V: I will cause Your name to be celebrated in all generations!
The Introit (chanted by priest) The Lord has made known His salvation: He has
revealed His righteousness in the sight of the Gentiles!
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(then is sung the Troparion in the tone of the week, “Glory…”, then the Patronal
Troparion, “Now and ever…”, and then)
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Epistle Reading - Feast of The Meeting of our Lord – Feb. 2
DEACON:
PRIEST:
READER:
DEACON:
READER:
CHOIR:
READER:
CHOIR:
READER:
CHOIR:
DEACON:
READER:
PRIEST:
READER:

PRIEST:
READER:
CHOIR:
READER:
CHOIR:
READER:
CHOIR:

Let us attend.
Peace be unto all.
And with your spirit.
Wisdom!
The Prokeimenon in the Third Tone:
My soul magnifies the Lord, and my spirit rejoices in God my Savior.
(repeats Prokeimenon)
For He has regarded the low estate of His handmaiden; for behold, henceforth all
generations will call me blessed.
(repeats Prokeimenon)
My soul magnifies the Lord
and my spirit rejoices in God my Savior.
Wisdom!
The reading is from the Epistle of the Holy Apostle Paul to the Hebrews.
Let us attend!
(Heb 7:7-17) Brethren: Now beyond all contradiction the lesser is blessed by the
better. Here mortal men receive tithes, but there He receives them, of whom it is
witnessed that He lives. Even Levi, who receives tithes, paid tithes through
Abraham, so to speak, for he was still in the loins of his father when Melchizedek
met him. Therefore, if perfection were through the Levitical priesthood (for under
it the people received the law), what further need was there that another priest
should rise according to the order of Melchizedek, and not be called according to
the order of Aaron? For the priesthood being changed, of necessity there is also
a change of the law. For He of whom these things are spoken belongs to another
tribe, from which no man has officiated at the altar. For it is evident that our
Lord arose from Judah, of which tribe Moses spoke nothing concerning
priesthood. And it is yet far more evident if, in the likeness of Melchizedek, there
arises another priest who has come, not according to the law of a fleshly
commandment, but according to the power of an endless life. For He testifies:
"You are a priest forever according to the order of Melchizedek."
Peace be to you, reader.
And to your spirit. Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia.
(sings Alleluia)
Lord now let Your servant depart in peace, according to Your word; for my eyes
have seen Your salvation.
(sings Alleluia)
A light to enlighten the Gentiles, and the glory of Your people Israel.
(sings Alleluia)
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Gospel Reading - Feast of The Meeting of our Lord – Feb. 2
DEACON:
PRIEST:
CHOIR:
DEACON:
CHOIR:
PRIEST:

Wisdom. Let us attend.
Peace be unto all.
And with your spirit.
The reading is from the Holy Gospel according to Saint Luke.
Glory to You, O Lord, glory to You!
Let us attend.

DEACON:

{Luke 2:22-40} Now when the days of her purification according to the

law of Moses were completed, they brought Him to Jerusalem to present Him to
the Lord (as it is written in the law of the Lord, "Every male who opens the womb
shall be called holy to the Lord"), and to offer a sacrifice according to what is said
in the law of the Lord, "A pair of turtledoves or two young pigeons." And behold,
there was a man in Jerusalem whose name was Simeon, and this man was just and
devout, waiting for the Consolation of Israel, and the Holy Spirit was upon him.
And it had been revealed to him by the Holy Spirit that he would not see death
before he had seen the Lord's Christ. So he came by the Spirit into the temple. And
when the parents brought in the Child Jesus, to do for Him according to the custom
of the law, he took Him up in his arms and blessed God and said: "Lord, now let
Your servant depart in peace, According to Your word; For my eyes have seen
Your salvation which You have prepared before the face of all peoples, a light to
enlighten the Gentiles, and the glory of Your people Israel." And Joseph and His
mother marveled at those things which were spoken of Him. Then Simeon blessed
them, and said to Mary His mother, "Behold, this Child is destined for the fall and
rising of many in Israel, and for a sign which will be spoken against (yes, a sword
will pierce through your own heart also), that the thoughts of many hearts may be
revealed." Now there was one, Anna, a prophetess, the daughter of Phanuel, of the
tribe of Asher. She was of a great age, and had lived with a husband seven years
from her virginity; and this woman was a widow of about eighty-four years, who
did not depart from the temple, but served God with fastings and prayers night and
day. And coming in that instant she gave thanks to the Lord, and spoke of Him to
all those who looked for redemption in Jerusalem. So when they had performed all
things according to the law of the Lord, they returned to Galilee, to their own city,
Nazareth. And the Child grew and became strong in spirit, filled with wisdom; and
the grace of God was upon Him.
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Communion Hymns
Praise the Lord from the heavens, praise Him in the highest!
I will receive the cup of salvation and call on the name of the Lord.
Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia!
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